
Set the Stage for a Successful Home Sale 
Thank you for attending the webinar “Set the Stage for a Successful Home Sale,” featuring top home 

stager Maureen Bray, with Room Solutions Staging.  In this class, Maureen shared her industry expertise, 
as well as how staging can help you make a fantastic impression on would-be buyers and get a great 

return for your sellers.  
 

What is Home Staging? 
Staging is a fantastic marketing tool that savvy Realtors can use to encourage more viewings and a faster 
offer with the correct placement of furniture and art.  Staging goes far beyond de-cluttering, and the 
goal of staging is to enable to buyer to visualize themselves living in the home.  Staged homes typically 
sell faster than non-staged homes, and can also fetch top dollar and multiple offer situations.  Staging 
showcases the properties potential to prospective buyers.  
 

 
Staging Makes YOU Look Good 
Staging is an effective marketing tool that you can use to get your listings sold faster and get more 
potential buyers in the door.  Including a staging consultation with your listing presentation can wow 
your sellers and position you as an expert. 

 
Common Misconceptions about Home Staging 
There are a few common myths and misconceptions about home staging: 

 
1. “Staging is too expensive” 

 Staging costs less than a price reduction, The longer that a home lingers on the market, the 
lower the eventual selling price will be 

 The average staging investment is between 1 – 3% of the home’s asking price, but results in 
a return of 8 – 10% (includes paint and light cosmetic repairs) 

 Staging encourages viewings & turns prospects into buyers, and leaving a home “as is” only 
sells the competition 
 

2. “I have a good eye, so I can do it myself” 

 Sellers are more emotionally attached to their home, and when an agent does staging, they 
can risk offending the seller by telling them what needs work 

 Homes are staged with the target buyer in mind, selling a lifestyle that the buyer aspires to  

 “Vignette staging” is not effective (an ‘old school’ form of staging, where fake plants and 
knick-knacks are placed around the home) 



Staging Consultation 
A less expensive option is a staging consultation, where a stager comes to the home and identifies things 
that can/should be done to increase the home’s ability to impress potential buyers.   
 
Staging consultations can also help preserve the relationship between the agent and the seller, because 
the seller views the stager as an expert, and the stager can address problems that the agent may not 
want to say.  With a staging consultation, there are three typical scenarios for payment: 
 

 Homeowner pays and agent reimburses seller at closing 

 Homeowner pays for the consultation 

 Agent includes a staging consultation with every listing 
 

Cost Breakdown for Staging 
The costs for staging can vary greatly from region to region, and also depends on the size of the home 
and the condition of the home.  Typically the seller pays the cost of full staging, and below is a high-level 
pricing outline, however you should check with stagers in your area for more specific pricing details. 
 

 Vacant Home Staging: 
o The range for an average-size home’s main rooms is $1,500 to $3,000   
o Does not include repairs, painting, or cosmetic fixes 

 Occupied Home Staging: 
o Half-day of staging may range from $300 to $500 
o Full day of staging may range from $800 to $1,200 

 Staging Consultation: 
o Cost ranges from $150 to $300 
o Stager addresses potential issues head on with seller 

 

Your Listing Photos 
Since 92% of buyers search for homes online (NAR, 2013), listing photos are a vital marketing tool for 
today’s consumers.  It is always a good idea to hire a professional photographer for an important or 
high-priced listing, however if you are taking your own listing photos, here are some do’s and don’ts: 
  

Listing Photo DO's Listing Photo DON'Ts 

Use a wide-angle lens camera if you can Never take photos when it’s dark outside 

Fully open all blinds, shades and window coverings Avoid taking photos of the bathroom 

Turn on every light fixture and lamp in every room Make sure no pets or people are in your photos 

Take photos only when the home is “show ready” Avoid messy kitchens, unmade beds, and unkempt yards 

Take exterior photos from an angle Don’t capture other mess or clutter 

 

Finding a Home Stager 
It’s a great idea to ask other agents in your area, and also ask for references from clients, and make sure 
they have liability insurance as well, and below are some resources for locating stagers in your area: 
 

 RealEstateStagingAssociation.com   

 AngiesList.com 

 ActiveRain.com  


